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The following summaries are drawn from briefs and lower court judgments. The summaries have not been reviewed for accuracy by the judges and are intended to provide a general idea of facts and issues presented in the cases.  The summaries should not be considered official court documents. Facts and issues presented in these summaries should be checked for accuracy against records and briefs, available from the Court, which provide more specific information. 
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1)
No.: 29284-3-III
Case Name: State of Washington v. Justin W. Crenshaw  

County: Spokane
Case Summary: Justin Crenshaw was charged with two counts of aggravated first degree murder for the killings of Tanner Pehl and Sarah Clark.  During the pretrial status conference Crenshaw advised the court that he felt his counsel, who was currently running for election as county prosecutor, had a conflict of interest and that new counsel should be appointed.  The court took no action on that request.  To bolster Crenshaw’s defense of diminished capacity due to intoxication, his counsel sought to arrange scientific testing to show that Crenshaw suffered from pathological intoxication.  The testing did not occur.  The jury rejected Crenshaw’s diminished capacity defense and convicted him as charged.  The court sentenced him to life in prison without possibility of parole.  He appeals.            
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2)
No.: 30836-7-III
Case Name: State of Washington v. Tommy J. Villanueva

County: Spokane
           Case Summary: Tommy Villanueva was arrested and booked into jail for two counts of first degree assault based on probable cause that he stabbed two people with a knife during an altercation. Villanueva posted bail the next day.  His employer fired him for missing work while confined in jail.  A jury acquitted Villanueva of the assaults and found by special verdict that he used lawful force in self defense.  The court awarded him $48,910.54 as reimbursement for his legal defense costs under RCW 9A.16.110.  The award included $10,020.00 in lost wages based upon the court’s finding that Villanueva’s job loss was based on the arrest and necessity for a defense from that time forward.  The State appeals the lost wages award.  
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3) 
No.: 30620-8-III, consolidated with Nos. 30668-2-III and 31177-5-III

Case Name: Garrett Ranches, LLC v. Larry Honn Family, LLC

County: Whitman

Case Summary: Larry Honn Family, LLC (Honn) and Garrett Ranches, LLC (Garrett) entered into a cash rent farm lease giving Garrett an option to purchase and providing for binding arbitration of disputes.  A dispute arose over the purchase option.  An arbitration panel found both the lease and purchase option enforceable and ordered the parties to mutually agree upon purchase terms.  The panel reserved jurisdiction should the parties fail to reach agreement.  The parties did not come to terms and Garrett filed a notice of arbitration.  Honn sent Garrett a notice of lease termination, alleging several material breaches.  Garrett denied breach and moved forward with arbitration.  Honn asserted that the lease, and therefore the agreement to arbitrate, had been effectively terminated.  The court disagreed and returned the parties to arbitration.  The panel ruled the lease agreement was valid, found no material breach, and awarded Garrett attorney fees.  The court denied a motion by Honn to vacate or modify the arbitration award and awarded Garrett additional attorney fees.  Honn appeals.                     
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4) 
No.: 30485-0-III
County: Franklin
Case Name: State of Washington v. Billy Wayne Davis
Case Summary: Billy Davis and Moses Sanders entered a store and Sanders told the cashier it was a holdup.  The cashier saw an apparent gun in Davis’s jacket.  Sanders took money from the cash register while Davis urged him to hurry.  They fled but were soon arrested.  Police found $289 in Davis’s pocket and a modified BB gun near the getaway car.  The State charged Davis with first degree robbery.  A forensic psychiatrist evaluated Davis and concluded he did not know right from wrong and lacked mental competence to commit first degree robbery.  The court granted the State’s request that Davis be evaluated by a second psychiatrist, who found Davis was sane at the time of the incident.  The court did not give an accomplice instruction at Davis’s trial.  The jury rejected his insanity defense and found him guilty of first degree robbery.  The court imposed a persistent offender sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole.  Davis appeals.      
View briefs in Acrobat format by clicking the link below and entering the case number

            Division Three Briefs
5) 
No.: 31081-7-III

Case Name: Department of Labor & Industries v. Donald M. Slaugh, et al

County: Franklin
           Case Summary: Donald Slaugh injured his lungs while working with Lockheed Martin Hanford Corporation in 2003.  The Department of Labor and Industries accepted his claim for benefits, and closed the claim some six years later with an award for permanent partial disability.  After a lengthy appeals process, the Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals (Board) found that the Department has discretion under RCW 51.36.010 to authorize further treatment in cases closed with a permanent partial disability award.  The Department and Lockheed Martin appealed to the superior court, which reversed the Board on the basis that RCW 51.36.010’s authorization of discretionary further treatment applies only to claims closed with pensions, and not to claims closed with an award of permanent and partial disability.  Slaugh appeals.   
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